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April 4, 2025 VIA Electronic Filing

Ms. Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

Subject: Response to Additional Information Request
Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project (FERC Project No. 15055-001)

Dear Secretary Reese:

On January 16, 2025, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) issued an
Additional Information Request (AIR) letter! to Northern States Power Company - Wisconsin
(NSPW), regarding its final license application (FLA) for the Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir
Project (FERC Project No. 15055). More specifically, the Commission requested details
regarding the contemplated spillway modifications which are necessary to meet FERC’s dam
safety guidelines.

The Commission’s comments from their aforementioned letter, and NSPW’s corresponding
responses, are included in the enclosure.

Should you have any questions, please contact Matthew Miller at 715-737-1353 or
matthew.j.miller@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
: Digitally signed by Matthew J Miller
M att h ew -J M I I I er Date: 2025.04.04 10:58:18 -05'00'

Matthew J. Miller
Environmental Analyst

Enclosure

c: Scott Crotty, Dean Steines, Abby Hanks — Xcel Energy (via e-mail)
Shawn Puzen — Mead & Hunt (via e-mail)
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Enclosure

NSPW’s Response to the Commission’s January 16, 2025 Additional Information Request
Regarding the Final License Application for the Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project



The following is an excerpt from the Commission’s January 16, 2025 letter followed by their
requests for additional information. “NSP’s filing does not include specific information (e.g.,
plans and drawings) on the contemplated spillway modifications. The following information is
needed for Commission staff’s review of the license application, specifically to determine
whether the proposed project works are safe and to evaluate any environmental effects
associated with the contemplated spillway upgrades.”

FERC AIR #1

A description of any proposed modifications to existing project works, including the
embankments, gates, gatehouse, reservoir, spillway, recreation facilities, and appurtenant
facilities, including any dredging and filling in project waters.

NSPW Response

Construction is not anticipated to begin for approximately 5 years. As such, the details
regarding the proposed spillway modifications and its associated impacts are unavailable at this
time. We plan to begin addressing spillway capacity issues in 2027 with construction
anticipated to begin in 2030. The tentative sequence of events with estimated milestone dates
leading up to and including construction are as follows:

o The Commission accepted the PMF study via their March 17, 2025 establishing the PMF
at 26,000 cfs.

e 2027- Conduct an alternative needs analysis and develop conceptual design
o 2028 - Develop preliminary design

o 2029 - Develop final design and submit final design to FERC for approval

e 2030 - Begin construction

e 2031 - Construction complete

FERC AIR #2
General conceptual design drawings of any proposed modifications to project works.

NSPW Response
A conceptual design will be developed according to the sequence of events above.

FERC AIR #3
A supporting design report demonstrating that the proposed structures are safe and adequate to
fulfill their stated functions (18 C.F.R. § 4.41(g)(3)).

NSPW Response
A supporting technical information document (STID) is estimated to be submitted by September
1, 2025.

FERC AIR #4
A construction plan for modifying any project works (e.q., staging areas, temporary reservoir
drawdowns, and facility modifications), including a schedule/timeline for each work item.

NSPW Response
See NSPW'’s response to FERC AIR #1.




FERC AIR #5
A description of how the project will operate after the facilities are modified, including water
levels and flow releases.

NSPW Response
No changes to project operations (i.e., water levels, flow releases) are anticipated as a result of
the construction.

FERC AIR #6

An environmental report that describes potential environmental effects during and after
construction, and any proposed measures for mitigating those effects. The report should explain
the effects of the proposal on each resource area affected (i.e., geology and soils; water
quantity and quality; fish and aquatic resources; terrestrial resources; rare, threatened and
endangered species; recreation, land use, and aesthetics; socioeconomic resources; cultural
resources; and environmental justice) and include: (i) a description of the affected environment,
(i) a detailed analysis of the effects of the proposal, (iii) a description of any unavoidable
adverse impacts, and (iv) any proposed measures to mitigate effects of the proposal.

NSPW Response

A description of potential environmental effects, both during and after construction, cannot be
developed at this time as the details regarding construction are unknown. Therefore, prior to
seeking the Commission’s authorization to proceed with construction, licensee will review the
potential environmental effects associated with construction and post-construction. The
environmental analysis, including any proposed measures for mitigating adverse effects, will be
provided to the Commission as part of the construction approval process.

FERC AIR #7
Any revisions to the project boundary associated with the proposed modifications, including any
changes to the maximum surface elevation of the reservoir.

NSPW Response
No changes to the project boundary or project operations are anticipated as result of the
spillway modifications.

FERC AIR #8

A description of any direct and indirect costs associated with each modification, including but
not limited to the costs of construction and land or water rights necessary for modifying project
works.

NSPW Response

The preliminary estimated cost to modify the spillway is $10 million as stated in NSPW'’s
January 14, 2025 filing responding to the agencies’ comments and license recommendations.
The specifics regarding direct and indirect costs are unknown at this time. While the acquisition
of additional land or water rights will not be necessary, there is the potential that the licensee
may need to acquire temporary access from adjacent landowners for construction purposes.
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